After raising over $2,200 for the Service
Learning Project (Heifer International)
Falcon students continue to take a huge rolg
in the raising of funds for people in need.
Lead by Deb Nielson’s GT classes, Pennies
for Patients is a program initiated throughoulf
Escalante at all grade levels to bring in
money for children with leukemia.

In order to help motivate interest, Ms.
Nielson throws in the element of conteste
Eagle Hour class that raises the most money
will win a pizza party. Proudly, all three
Falcon teachers won first, second, and third
place last year leaving the rest of the school
in the dust. We hope to accomplish that
again—not for the soul satisfaction of
bragging rights, but because of how (with
spirit of competition) it inspires the raising
money for a good cause.

So how do we motivate ouf'@raders to
bring in so much more than the rest of the
school? We simply don’t know the answe
that. Whatever we are doing, we’ll keep
going. We're already off to a great start with
only one week left to go.

If you haven’t done so yet, please senc
extra coins and dollar bills with your Falcon
son or daughter so that, hopefully, leukemia
will someday no longer be a deadly disease.
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Escalante Middle School is really moving
forward. This year alone the school has
implemented new programs specifically
focused on helping children build confidence
and learn skills that will enable successful
futures.

Along with the building of a greenhouse ¢
courses on life skills, Escalante has brought in
and built a challenge (ropes) course and tra
several of its staff last month in a curriculum
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geared to building confidence in our stude
Instructor Tom Leahy came all the way from
Denver to spend two full days working with
instructors from Escalante, Excel, and other
organizations around Durango.

Although much of the two-day course
revolved around getting the staff oriented
with the equipment and activities, the

Challenge course trainees carry a balancing plank.

majority of the training focused on the main
ideas around teaching children to become
leaders. Through this course children will
not only learn leadership, but also how to be
okay with failure, how to work toward a
consensus in decision making, and how to
solve complex issues with their peers.

The Falcon teachers, along with other
instructors around the school, plan to
implement the challenge course into our
curriculum sometime this spring trimester,
even if only for one day. This is a system
that has shown tremendous success acro
country in taking children to a new level in
their personal development.

CSAP Testing:
Spring Break:

March 13-15, 20-22
March 24-April 1

Chimney Rock Field Trip May 10

CSAP is a most important exam despite ho
much some people complain about it. The
results of the test often determine your
child’s placement in alternative courses
throughout the school from remedial math
and reading (if scores are low) to advanced
mathematics (if scores are high). These test
scores also let the school know how our
students are comparing with scores around
the state and around the country. Here are
some tips to help ensure your child’s succesj:
Early bedtime. Make sure they get
plenty of rest.
Proper diet. Encourage your child t
avoid the junk food. Smart brains
need good nutrition.
Exercise. This is a good time for
your child to exercise. Play more
soccer or basketball. Join in the fun!
Stress free home setting Set a
relaxing atmosphere at home.
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